A Railroad Song with Feeli,^ 

Charleston Insurance man Ed 0. James has sent -■ 
railroad song, with the note: “If yon can And a railroad 
more feeling than this one, please send me a copy.” Sa/H 

*® : In the dark freight yards of an Atlantic state 

Stood a freight train made up of the east. 

The engineer, with his oil and waste 
Was grooming his iron beast. 

And ten cars back, in the murky dark. 

A box car door swung wide 
And a hobo lifted his pal on board 
To start on his last long ride. 

The train wheels clicked on the coupling joints 
A song to the rounder’s ears. 

The hobo talked to the lifeless form 
Of his pal through a score of years. 

For a long, long stretch we have rambled, Jack, 1 
With the luck of the men that roam, 

A back door step for a dining room, 

A box car for a home 

We have dodged the bulls on the Monon Route . 

And the Dicks of the Chesapeake. 

We have bummed our way o’er the narrow gaup I 
In the days of triple three. 

We have coasted down thru the sunny south 
On the rails of the old S.P. 

And of all we had thru good and bad. 

The half belonged to me. 

I he rambler rode o’er the rear car wheels 
As the train thru the evening sped. 

The engineer, on his high class steel. 

Kept his eyes on the rails ahead. 

And ten cars back, in the empty box. 

A lonely hobo cried 

' * . fpt. Ill* .days, of old and his fait hi ul p^l 
Who wu inking his last long ride. 








New York Magaztne recently did m article on antiques worth , 
hutlou and celling yid Mqoqg which wu this framed Currier * 

|>tt Jr a ‘ a team railroad of the pant century. a 
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Among the first railroads 
that were planned to pass this 
M> i\ were the following: 

West Virginia RR, 1875, to 
start near Huntington and 
build to the Potomac River on 
the West Virginia-Maryland 
border; 

Potomac & Ohio RR, 1878, to 
start near Huntington and 
butld to the Potomac River on 
the West Virginia-Maryland 
border; 

Pittsburgh Southern Ry, 
IS'9. from the Pennsylvania 
border to a point on the 
Chesapeake & Ohio; 

Pittsburgh & Southwest Vir¬ 
ginia Rv., 1880, Pennsylvania 
border to the Virginia border; 

Grafton & Greenbrier RR, 
1881, from Grafton to the C&O 
tn Greenbrier County; 

Kanawha & Chesapeake RR. 
1881, Gauley Bridge to Mar¬ 
lin v Bottom. This company 
actually filed a location map 
»nd profile at the Pocahontas 
f <»urt House and was the first 
many lines planned through 
t ***«■ Stony (reck Gap” to 
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reach the Greenbrier by way of 
Williams River and Stony 
Creek. 

Gauley River & Pittsburgh 
HR, 1882, from Gauley Bridge 
to the Greenbrier River; 

Unnamed railroad, 1888, 
from White Sulphur Springs to 
Huntersville; 

Gauley & Eastern Ry., 1889, 
from Gauley Bridge to Hunt¬ 
ersville; 

West Virginia Central Ry., 
1890, from Ceredo on the Ohio 
River, through Pocahontas 
County enroute to Harrison¬ 
burg, Virginia, and on to the 
Potomac River; 

Chicago, Parkersburg, & 
Norfolk RR. about 1890, from 
Parkersburg to Huntersville 
and on east. This company also 
filed a map and profile at the 
court house. Jlieir route into 
the Greenbrier Valley was a 
little different. The line was 
surveyed up Elk River, then up 
the Big Spring Branch and over , 
onto Clover Creek, down that j 
stream to the Greenbrier and 
on to Marlin's Bottom and 
Huntersville. I 


It is hardly necessary to 
comment that none of these 
railroads was built. 
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PAMP5 ARE GETTING- SCARCE . 
BUT THE RAMP SNIFFER CAN SNIFF 
TUCn OUT. 


'if if H,1< ^ Wenzlmfff are both subscribers lo 

- * Ralph has contributed several articles in the past, as 
• as for cartoons which we have printed. The Ideas are the 
art* In ( ullip and the drawings an* by Wen/laff. 














































Highway. Now and then, there 
would be a sign pained red, 
white and blue. We might see 
as many as three or four in 
a day. Between signs, we were 
left to guess if we were still 
on it. The state of Iowa was not 
too difficult but then it started 
to rain. By the time we hit the 
dirt roads of Nebraska, all roads 
were flooded. The North Platte 
River was out of its banks and 
for miles we traveled through 
water hub deep or worse. We 
could only tell if we were on the 
right-of-way by keeping be¬ 
tween the rows of fence posts. 
At times there would be a line 
of twenty or more cars, travell¬ 
ing together for mutual help. 
Thousands of people were on 
their way to the San Francisco 
hair but most of them were 
lucky enough to travel by rail. 
There was one well remember¬ 
ed mud hole in w’hich we shov¬ 
eled '•gumbo" for four hours, 
before making it to the fur side. 
It was a week before we were 
“hie to sav "Goodbye Nebras¬ 
ka Hello Wyoming." 

Our tent had a flap that went 
04p r the top of the ear and fas- 
ort the other side. It was 
"ia«Jr of oiled silk and had .1 
Two icrtem-J «.«»■ 











Left, a muddy hill. Abo* 
Nebraska highway. Right, U 
water for 60 miles in Nevada 
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Left, cooking eggs out of the wind. Above ( 
Chicago Zoo Mint'. 


























M of the mosquito* out. as 
»eli as snakes. However, after 
using :t the night before we 

& to Cleveland, we did not 
an opportunity to use it 
aaaro " I we •Acre tn the dr*' 

. rtf; c»f tfi/* fjf 


In Wyoming we started using 
the tent by throwing it on the 
ground and steeping on top of 
il. This saved time and we could 
drive longer. 

The three suitcase* we .tad 
stacked on the running board. 

. t. 1 _ ^11 ,1 _# Vs 


One day we were hit by a sand 
storm so hard that even with 
the side curtains dosed, we had 
to hold handkerchiefs to out 
faces for about ten minutes. 
Later, when **e unpacked those 
* «cased there was sand on 
[On Page 91 


Highway, rw™ aiJM tiicrc 

,vould be a sign pained red, 
white and blue. We might see 
as many as three or four in 
a day. Between signs, we were 
left to guess if we were still 
on it. The state of Iowa was not 
too difficult but then it started 
to rain. By the time we hit the 
dirt roads of Nebraska, all roads 
were flooded. The North Platte 
River was out of its banks and 
for miles we traveled through 
water hub deep or worse. We 
could only tell if w e w r ere on the 
right-of-way by keeping be¬ 
tween the rows of fence posts. 
At times there w ould be a line 
of twentv or more cars, travel- 

W 

ing together for mutual help. 
Thousands of people were on 
tbeir way to the San Francisco 
Fair but most of them were 
lucky enough to travel by rail. 
There was one well remember 
ed mud hole in which we shov- 
for four hours, 
it to the far side, 
before we were 
able to say "Goodbve Sebras- 
k* Hello Wyoming.” 

^ ur tent had a flap that went 
<JVef the top of the ear and fas- 
ko *d on the other side. It wav 
c nk 


eled ‘'gumbo 
before making 
It was a wee 
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Fightin' to 
Retain the Train 


i» Jwi> *** 

npttMtrw, Could sou 
relt im thr phuftr number n f 
Ihr AitilraL irilke in Clarks 
burg?' 

"Tin Mwry, that number is 

Unpublished ' 

"l know tliar, opefjtnf, Ji h * 
nai heir tn (hr boiA Bui. whmi 

is ll f 


I m sorry, *t apt ulii 
. i I towed in give out that 
bfoemaitwri." 

The l‘riirfinnj( h a irur 
ronveriaiiog Iruttl several 
iwmihr i|t) «hm mr wife and 

I mere lijciyi Jrriri^ a weekend 
recursion ns Washington. D. C 

II w»i I he final rim* {« a long 
ordeal «rf phone calling (bar 
nwirpd n-K ameer *n Amtrak 
nhnne hirings mt Oakland. 
Imrleiburg and C*rnfn*n 

We are both named news 
paper reporters, but *f couki 
no* obtain price nr schedule 
Informal uin tan y»u imagine 
feo* fmmirnl we were? And, 
can you imagine fotiw (OUtfy 
baffled Ihr pnlenlLil tail <F*hs 
portation cunaumCT must be 
wltw hai learned that AnuraCk 
for paaiefigctt 

Cnninci dentally. Barbara 
Smith. Hum unmet chairman at 
Alman'ItnoJdiut College, has 
sent me another bti of satire 
PUed, ’tiei rid of ihr people, 
and the Syllrm rum line." 
eotHpletc pith a cartuoH- or a 
bo* that mffrir *HI ftdrtv. but 
kerpt a perfect tr'hrdilfe 

WHl, the tack of ridmhrp on 
Aaafrat mutn through West 
Virginia can be eotUjr com 
pared In the but that wouldn't 
atop and that's i schedule that 
^rtcvtli meets the purposed 
rf U, S rnnipuftmitin Set* 
reiafjr Brock Adams who 
wtahea this year In cancel three 
nf the four passenger routes tn 
the Mountain Stale. 

The three mines include I he 
‘“Cardinal, 1 * whkh turn liom 
Washington In Chicago ami 
hark with snips at While 
iolphur Springs. Minton, 
Prhsce, Thurmond, Charlntnn 
and Huntirignm. ihe HUIluf. 
(■»/' which Rina hum hoiirm 
fo CatfeMsfaurg. Ky.„ vip 

m*rfkUl Wekh. Wdliamsnn 

and Kent Inal on; and the 
*'Shenandoah." which rum 


or the thrsiuug of the mp». 



Fitmi the sees first ihi it 
appeared the tark htmet rlilnet 
*uuld include foot dragging 
intent on "'prosing’' rhete was 
fw real need (or thn Ivpc of 
iranaponaiinn. Equipment «aa 
■knlnial. service was isait- 
equate, advenising was atmnri 

jHrt-tusteSt. and (TTtaifils un 

imperative compared in the 
compel news cm the highway* 
and m the a±r. 


% flfhirt wtB Be more 
effective then fcom 
MrK<e»n, hw id hrihs and 
thrawHS a stodent 
when I laughi ai WVti. 
Bonni's a M«nit*inrtt fite 


grassroots knfcb* rfbrt nfled 
letnm the Timin' tiTTi to do 
haute with Broth Adams. 


improved and service, 
acowdiftg to mow patrons 
improved immcitwli mietship 


in begins its ntKt m 
Adams fis comparing the 

budgetary trade-Jf m Id,000 
miles of rads hr hnM ul r i orf 
free was The iitienidc 


t those Iti.nan antes and 
I dors eifnal the cntl at four 


out running owns bmaZJ 
labor wwviw rn nmu rn » 

— The Ilf* millkw MhB 

s-taimed hs tun Ns, loSp 

n|uafs lest than one prr cent ,if 

the iraiLipotiaikth 

IliinM b **<*? ht|is« lt 

pmposed he higbosi 
■iruclson. kJ W tntliu,, | lM ^ 
iraRk Lsmitvl. 15^1 m i4h„ n 
akrpcitl grama, eu la iptor ,,, t 
CTOmmitn* energy hims ^ 
c«n tea where ihr ledt ,pl Kt 
pwnnr* And ImideniaUi H 

«■ inlrresiia| m f^ali , lkJ , 

ttaattponaiwah trtd, 

IHmallt has In litg>, 

and a# trmsel. bin itesei loinl 

Tka t)OT taptm nbarsa'i 



The 

Uniforr 

Paymei 

Plan 


an easy way to b 
your electric bill fa 


How dong Ih# plan work? 

d pXi Hr up fcp tbaoMn yuuwUI M bHd rgra emo^m 
amount nwh wip tor p ie ip w mnnOa ut iha OUen ^ 
Tlu* amount 4 tWarmuw] br yDW pmooua 17 mcmibs 
u&aqe OMtim ib# iwmim rtonib ^#ib, Lmwd 
cyjOqiM amoewl pM •-* minut any onamisca bartHpo ^ 
IcSai bwdttrt paymanh and tfH Mtuoi wtmnt uwh during 
Cftamar 


Call thi btidgor a mount b* 
fk# SW tWlJP rm.c l t-« M W 
Blp .O*e i afvS' + « :«*■*•■ .!'»*( - rsr < 
MaaaftvOKnaaasiiur- -i"* j-e mi 
b* IdMiM w 1 ** totw rt 1 MT* : - f 
ghoattKrtftpiFteiiffnrrsui ' H*mb 
a cntrqt I*^nuto e r-u* 


Wilt I know ih* Klw«l 

UMd *¥#n tlrooflh I'm on in 
bt* E hit, too mrrvin* * 

aiacifK ON W m Ihow ““ WWNf 

giMHlovovkMdvM^i^ 

*ce Bh mcrtlfi aemi riMe ™* * ^ ^ 


Will (Ntr«bi*n 

wtlra chprg# lor til* ptin - ? 


TCrt- rn kuT' 



III sign up to tiw Pjj5 
to bolJkBn oil th*p^^ 


How can I qualify lor lh* pirn? 

Trm l A ak a iiit’w m amdW i n iwig •<■ 

Omn it *■ same 141 m bMaHWm«»«w 

N »W ^ ^ Mf ' 



Mwhtwiq 

Howcwifhppiv'w^jSl 

1 * 



MonongaheJa Power 

04 Ui« Allegheny ftwei Srsfoff 1 



niiles of super highway con- 
j slruetion in California. 

, Ms. McKeown makes 
1 several other convincing 
Points: 

— The cutback would waste 
more than it saves. The 
previous DOT report showed 
that running more, not less 
trains would reduce Amtrak s 
deficit by attracting more 
ridership. Incidentally, Amtrak 
will still have to use $90 million 
per year for several years for 
not running trains because of 
labor protection agreements. 

— The $166 million savings 
claimed by DOT for 1980 
equals less than one per cent of 
the transportation budget. 
Meanwhile, $6.92 billion is 
proposed for highway con¬ 
struction. $2.08 billion for air 
traffic control, $570 million in 
airport grants, etc. In spite of a 
continuing energy crisis, you 
can see w'here the feds place 
priorities. And, incidentally, it 
is interesting to recall that 
transportation subsidy tradi¬ 
tionally has gone to highways 
and air travel, but never to rail. 
I he DO I report doesn’t 


consider h 0w 
trains would 
and towns t Vfl i 
marketing h„ 
mistakenly at the 1 1 
Small towns. Da ' J, «l 
Wes. Virginia. 
deprtved of air scn»l 

of deregulation, and ba 

being cut back bw 
rising fuel costs and 
some regulations. L 
Trains are proved i 
the most energy effidj 
to move people, and thg 
should be enough to n 
the transportation secret 
get serious about a rail Sh 
program that will meet! 
changing needs, not fly* 
fact of them. 

The arguments couid 
columns and columns, 
most important point » 
this fighting Bonni Md 
needs your help. ** 
you to w rite your Conj 
and your Senator 
active effort at reject 
Adams' report. Sh <' j 
personal testimonial 
more than all ^ 

rational arguments- 
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i Ash 

’to 

the Train 

in the thrusting of the respon¬ 
sibility on a hostile adminis¬ 
tration that appeared less-than- 
anxious to do the public’s 
bidding. 

From the very first day it 
appeared the lack-luster effort 
Mould include foot-dragging 
intent on "proving" there was 
no real need for this type of 
transportation. Equipment was 
minimal, service was inad- 
■. quale. advertising was almost 
n* n-existent. and certainly un- 
:r aginative compared to the 
ompctitorv on the highways 
and in the air. 

Equipment eventually was 
improved and service, 
•rturdmg to some patrons, 
in pfmrd immensely, ridership 


increased in spite of the 
absence of dynamic marketing 
efforts, and yet those wno 
wished to discover rail travel 
couldn’t get a representative 
on the telepone. 

So, even though the feds 
have done about all they can to 
make the current DOT report 
look bad for rail transportation 
through these mountains, the 
public will still fight for 
continued and improved rail 
service. 

No fighter will be more 
effective than Bonni 
McKeown, now of Beckley and 
formerly a student of mine 
when 1 taught at WVU. 

Bonni’s a Mountaineer fire¬ 
ball, and she’s formed a 
grassroots lobby effort called 
"Retain the Train” (RTT) to do 
battle with Brock Adams. 

RTT begins its attack on 
Adams by comparing the 
budgetary trade-off to 10.000 
miles of rails for four miles of 
freeway. The nationwide 
Amtrak cutbacks would elimi¬ 
nate those 10.000 miles and 
that does equal the cost of four 
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The Mountain Ash 

Fightin’ to ; 

Retain the Train - 


By Jerry Ash 

"Hello, operator. Could you 
tell me the phone number of 
the Amtrak office in Clarks¬ 
burg?” 

“I'm sorry, that number is 
non-published," 

"I know that, operator. It’s 
not here in the book. But. what 
is it?” 

“I'm sorry, we are not 
, allowed to give out that 
information.” 

The foregoing is a true 
conversation from several 
months ago when my wife and 
f were considering a weekend 
excursion to Washington, D. C. 
It was the final straw' in a long 
ordeal of phone calling that 
received no answer to Amtrak 
phone listings at Oakland. 
Rowlevburg and Grafton. 

Wc are both trained news¬ 
paper reporters, but wc could 
nut obtain price or schedule 
information Can you imagine 
***** frustrated we were? And. 
*** >ou imagine how totally 
baffled the potential rail trans¬ 


in the thrusting of the respon¬ 
sibility on a hostile adminis- ' 
tration that appeared less-than- c 
anxious to do the public’s s 
bidding. 

< 

From the very first day it ! 
appeared the lack-luster effort j 
would include foot-dragging 
intent on “proving” there was 
no real need for this type of 
transportation. Equipment was 
minimal, service was inad¬ 
equate. advertising was almost 
non-existent, and certainly un¬ 
imaginative compared to the 
competitors on the highways 
and in the air. 

Equipment eventually was 
improved and service, 
according to some patrons, 
improved immensely, ridership 



iff 


scut me another bit of satire 
titled. "Get rid of the people, 
and the system runs fine,’* 
complete with a cartoon of a 
bus that accepts no riders, but 
keeps a perfect schedule. 

Well, the lack of ridership on 
Amtrak routes through West 
Virginia can be easily com¬ 
pared to the bus that wouldn’t 
stop and that’s a schedule that 
perfectly meets the purposed 
of U. S. Transportation Sec¬ 
retary Brock Adams who 
wishes this year to cancel three 
of the four passenger routes in 
the Mountain State. 

The three routes include the 
“Cardinal,” which runs from 
Washington to Chicago and 
back with stops at White 
Sulphur Springs, Hinton, 
Prince, Thurmond, Charleston 
and Huntington; the “Hilltop- 
per,” which runs from Boston 
to Catlettsburg, Ky., via 
Bluefield, Welch, Williamson 
and Huntington; and the 
"Shenandoah,” which runs 
through Keyser, Clarksburg 
and Parkersburg on the way 
from Washington to Cincinnati. 

A Department of Transpor¬ 
tation report will cancel these 
routes if it is not rejected by 
Congress. It would become 
effective in October. 

This new attempt to wreck a 
railroad is but the latest 
episode in a long history of 
Amtrak controversy. It began 
in 1971 after long, hard efforts 
to obtain rail service resulted 
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pear To His Heart Was 


th 


** h c*A 


■^3 mi* pyr* 

ic** f , ,n the brick 
p the townof 
**JJJ county. Mr. 
I | K2 i to forget this 
"building and wan s 
!i»ivs remember it. 

vou will pnnt it. he 

- -ii is not typewritten 
"anno; type, and too, I 
v j ven well educated 
ic, having only eleven 


happening were the uttering 
words from many of the senior 
townfolk stalking around my 
quivering frame, for I could feel 
the pair of death at the call of 
the sirens wail. 

O' please save me from this 
fiery hell. “Yes” these words of 
silence were clearly spoken 
young into the new year of 
January 7, 1979 on a late Sun¬ 
day eve as dense smoke and 


ing to save him from death's 
despair. 


A sudden wave of chill was 
in the air, not from the cold ot 
winter sow and rain as it pelted 
and soaked the garments 
wore, but from the chill a 
death’s despair. It seemed a 
though a translation of my in 
ward soul seeped into that largi 
olden brick structure that stcxx 
as a symbol to this smal 
southern community of Davy 
West Virginia. I suddenly fee 
the coolness of water from th. 
firemans’ hose to quench th. 
thirst of my weakening soul 


1 


4 


■ r-.ing only eleven bright orange flames peered southern community of Dan 
.! schooling. But I will through the roof of Davy ele- West Virginia. I suddenly fee 
forget the tragic night mentary and Junior High the coolness of water from th. 
ire that took away an School. It was cold with a mix- firemans' hose to quench th. 
iv. symbol of the com- ture of snow and rain that un- thirst of my weakening soul 
*hkh 1 grew from forgettable wintry night as I and to my dying thought as th 
.'f . , stood frozen in thought I hate wad sirens send me int 

"f f f! he ° f to see tomorrow come for 1 am slumber for ever more^ Larg 
’ ^ caff of the sirens ,f raid of what I mav be be and !ar § cr was th l f “ 

ST' ~ ^ fr ° m " -"ted as though a very ln ££ ge” 

s— a—-■’ 


pwie save me from 


IKrt Relieve what 


slumber for ever more. Large 
and larger was the flame at 
smoke so intense that my upp 
structure began to gwe w 
weakening my more ever ' 


save him from death’s 
despair. 

\ sudden wave of chill was 
in the air. not from the cold of 
v* inter sow and rain as it pelted 
and soaked the garments I 
wore, but from the chill of 
death’s despair. It seemed as 
though a translation of my in- 
w ard soul seeped into that large 
olden brick structure that stood 
as a symbol to this small 
southern community of Davy, 
West Virginia. I suddenly feel 
the coolness of water from the 
firemans’ hose to quench the 
thirst of my weakening soul, 
and to my dying thought as the 
wail of sirens send me into 
slumber for ever more. Larger 
and larger was the flame and 
smoke so intense that my upper 
structure began to give way 
weakening my more ever into 


slumber than before. 

1 vc just about given up on ar 
the firemens hose for flames e 
more intent so cancerous eat¬ 
ing away at my floors below. 

0’ God if thou wouldst mete c 
me justice I plead with thee € 
now, O’ please save me from 1 
this fiery hell, for my days to * 
me seem so young, I’ve been 
here only four score and a little s 
time more. t 

For a short while it seemed 
my prayer being answered for 
the first time into the night as 
a new day approached in the 
early hours of a Monday morn. 
And then suddenly another 
quick setback of fire and smoke 
belched out of my quivering 
frame and closer to deatn ever 
than before, my mner 
began to crumble, my _ • 

wilting from the intense hea 


'lumber than before. 

rhe 8 ', ven "P 

m ,>rr u,r 'lames 

" N " 'arieerous eat- 
t&JETKS* mv floor* below 
U>d ,f 'hou wouldst mete 

17"' P'-d w ith thee 

,h,! r p e f. se save me from 
inis fiery hell, for mv days to 

£ < L SCC [ n f so young. I’ve been 
nere only four score and a little 
time more. 

For a short while it seemed 
my prayer being answered for 
the first time into the night as 
a new day approached in the 
early hours of a Monday morn. 

then suddenly another 
quick setback of fire and smoke 
belched out of my quivering 
frame and closer to death ever 
than before, my inner walls 
began to crumble , my windows 
witting from the intense heat 


and flame* \o 

eternity evermore ” «° 

Just before death 

e!°4hr mi V yes 1 

below w 8hting 50 l^cely 

brick structure” ^ my 0lden 
So immense was the fight to 
save my life, then suddenly 
they saw they could do no more. 


I am going now as a gentle 
whisper into the wind. 
master “well” he took me but 
not without a fight, yet 1 know 
I leave but a blemish of my 
burnt out olden structure, fot 
ashes of cremation 1 wanted at 
death to devour into the sweet 
earth. 

Written by C. Mead 
The week of Jan, 7,1979 


Dear To His Heart Was the Davy School 
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happening were the uttering 
words from many of the senior 
tcmnfolk stalking around my 
quivering frame, fori could feel 
the pair of death at the call of 
the sirens wail. 

0* please save me from this 
fiery hell. “Yes" these words of 
silence were clearly spoken 
young into the new year of 
January 7, 1979 on a late Sun- 
d*> eve as dense smoke and 
bright orange flames peered 
through the roof of Davy ele¬ 
mentary and Junior High 
School, it was cold with a mix¬ 
ture of snow and rain that utt* 
forgettable wintry night as I 
1|tK * frozen in thought. I hate 
lo ice tomorrow come for I am 
•fraid of what 1 may be be. 


ing to save him from death's 
despair, 

A sudden wave of chill was 
in the air, not from the cold of 
winter sow and rain as it pelted 
and soaked the garments ! 
wore, but from the chill of 
death's despair. It seemed as 
though a translation of my in* 
ward soul seeped into that large 
olden brick structure that s t o od 
as a symbol to this small 
southern community of Davy, 
West Virginia. I suddenly feel 
the coolness of water from the 
firemans' hose to quench the 
thirst of my weakening soul, 
and to my dying thought as the 
wail of sirens send me into 
slumber for ever more. Larger 
and larger was the flame and 
smoke so intense that mv unper 


slumber than before. 

Tve just about given up on 
the firemen's hose for flames 
more intent so cancerous eat* 
ing awiy at my floors below 
O' God if thou wouldit mete 
me justice I plead with thee 
now. O' please save me from 
this fiery hdl. for my days to 
me seem so young. I've been 
here only four score and a little 
time more. 

For a short while it seemed 
my prayer being answered for 
the first tune into the night as 
a new day approached in the 
early hours of a Monday morn. 
And then suddenly another 
quick setback of fire and smoke 
belched out of my quivering 
frame and dose? t& deatn ever 
than before, my mnef walls 


giving way lor n re o*yg 
amt flame 10 fail me it 
eierniiy evermore 

Just before death began 
close mine eyes I could i 
earthling* fighting to ftert 
below trying hi *a* ■■ my old 
brick structure- 
So immense was ihe fight 
save my lilt, thof< sudde# 
they saw they could Jo no nM 

I am going now as a get 1 
whisper into the wind, 
master "well" be took me 
not without a fight. V** »* 
l leave but a blemish w 
burnt out Aden sifucmn 
»shei o( crem*t»ti 1 *»" 
death m devour into the 

earth. t 

Written by L 




Grown Old? 

Grown old? Not 1. You know 
It takes so much time to do it. 

But I never had any and so 
Could not afford to permit it. 

Ever since I walked at all, 

I always kept a-going. 

My chums and I. like Hannibal, 

Would cross the Alps hallooing. 

The little brook became a Sea, 

But valtently we crossed it* 

Explorers and bold pirates were we 
And always in highest spirits. 

So years went on — and on — and on* 

And almost before 1 knew it, 

I had grown up — become a nun. 

How? I don’t know\ God did it* 

And then He had a task for me; 

A task so dear and fulfilling 

"Go. teach my boys and girls/' said He. 

He found me ready and willing* 

For fifty years I had the sway 
Of youthful hearts — I loved them — 

My boys and girls, now- far away, 

But near to me, God bless them* 

But then there was another call, 

"Stop now/’ it said, "and take a rest." 
Of course, 1 didn't like it at all, 

But had to make of it the best. 
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And now 1 have a rocking chair. 

But take little time to use it. 

I exercise and walk around 
Whenever weather permits it. 

I always try to occupy 
My mind to prevent confusion. 

Head and write, philosophize 
To make the right conclusion. 

My rocking chair waits patiently, 

Sfimr day it will serve me kindly. 

But, Thank you, Cron, most heartily 
Fiif let ling me be just ninety, 

Sister M Vincentia Rogge, S AX. (Aged ^ 0 ) 
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(Greenbrier 

Branch 

[From Page 4] 

from the Valley of Virginia into 
the Greenbrier Valley. In June 
construction was begun on the 
Chesapeake Western RR at 
Harrisonburg. Virginia. Vari¬ 
ous different destinations were 
given for this road at different 
times, including Charleston, 
but most included a junction 
with the W.Va. C&P or the 
C&O in the Greenbrier Valley. 
The C.W. never got here, of 
course, and is now a small 
branch of the Norfolk & 
Western Railway. 

Other rumors in this period 
included the W.Va. C&P — 
C&O connection and a propos¬ 
ed railroad or two coming north 
from Greenbrier County. Also 
there must have been a new 
surveying crew wandering 
about Pocahontas County at 
least monthly, judging by 
reports in the papers of the 
period. 

Towards the end of 1897, yet 
another railroad was incorpora¬ 
ted to build a line into the 
upper Greenbrier Valley. How* 
ever, this company, the Green¬ 
brier Railway, would actually 
tarry out its charter and brinu 
the iron horse to Marlinton and 
the other communities ln the 
valley. 

IT* be continued) 
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>y company. Looking for a new 
e supply of timber suitable for 
e pulpwood for paper making, 
• v , • West Virginia Pulp and Paper 
3 purchased a vast acreage on 
e Cheat Mountain in Randolph 
s and Pocahontas Counties in 
1899. The company also de- 
- cided to build a new paper mill 
t and considered several sites, 
> including Caldwell and Coving- 

i 


ton, Va. For a time in early 
1899 the site selected seemed 
to be Caldwell but in late April 
Covington was chosen instead. 
The choice of the site of the 
paper mill was immaterial as 
far as the proposed new 
railroad was concerned. The 
important thing was that the 
actions of the West Virginia 
Pulp and Paper Company gave 
the Greenbrier Railway a 
reasonable guarantee of size¬ 
able and regular carloadings of 
pulpwood and other timber 
products. 

[To Be Continued] 
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[jMULEff'S GRIST 

By Tom Miller 
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a term of their lease/' the 
governor continued. 

Rut as legislators recall, 
when the entire S7Q0.00G re¬ 
quested was approved, Rocke¬ 
feller vetoed the appropriation. 
Finance Commissioner Miles 
Dean said it was simply 
because the project wasn't 
ready to go. 

This year, Rockefeller told 


the Legislature (on Jan, 10* 
that a 'combination of the coal 
strike and the need for 
additional planning made the 
efforts unwise at that time/' 
And plans, the lawmakers 
learned, had changed This 
year he asked for S3 million to 
"restore the public buildings 
and to install water and sewer 
facilities at Cass," instead of 
using money from the auction. 
The request was part of the 
SIS million or w of "pork 
barrel" local projects kicked 
around by the Legislature at 
the regular session and which 


prompted tast week's special 
session to p«*% the IVty-ftQ 
budget. 

The ultimate decision was to 
provide only SM million of 
federal revenue sharing money 
for the protect. According to 
Sen, Gamer. that won't be 
enough to provide both a new 
sewer system and a new water 
system The estimate is the 
sewer alone will coat 11,1 
million, 

The latest score t» that the 
Department of Natural He 
sources owns 71 residential 


i Du Han* U\ 


Due Dismay About Our Langu 


We d like to say a word for 
the campaign being waged by 
Bill Gold, a “Washington 
Post" columnist, lo help save 
the English language. 

We arc cheering Bill on 
because we see an eapiosivc 
increase in the number of 
writers and speakers who can't 
be brmhered about meanings 
of words, singulars and plurals 
of nouns, tenses and moods of 
verbs, the right places to put 
punctuation, or ways to 
arrange sentences to show 
what goes with what. 

Largely, we are paying a 
penalty for what wc have 
allowed to happen in our 
schools since World War II. By 
the early I t *h0s. it was found 


STONE BASE 

By Marvin Stone 


gressioDs Slovenly usage 
poses the danger that language 
will become a inHectkm of 
vague grunts, y knows and 
other watchamacaihi*/ 1 

In another mataace. Gold 
blames the destruction of 


words cm the unabridged die 
rlunarv that is most commonly 
used today This book will, he 
rightly lomplairtt. "bear any 
body out tn» anything The 
editor in chief "admitted year* 
ago that his new dictionary * 
aim was *io report the 
language as it i»i not lo 
prescribe *ha< it showM be In 


other wont* (•} ru - 

attempt to be an authority on 
correct eaag* ... * 


Where Are Soaring 


A local candidate for mayor 
is claiming that during his two 
terms he has accomplished 
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slated. 

jay Rockefeller seems 
enthusiastic about Cass. 
1978 he boasted in his 
lof the State address that 
i administration has put 
rr a program to cap¬ 
on the popularity of one 
r principal tourist at- 
ions— the town of Cass.” 
iuid in a joint venture of 
Department of Natural 
nets and the Department 
'tore and History, the 
lould restore, architec- 


saw mill, the 


store and "two of the 
les the state now 


l* 6 plan, and this is 




it, " —mu ■ j 

*off u 21 que 3Spect ’ t0 
^ 50-year leases on 



*£■« bouses to 
il l*° undertake 
q ° Tn< ‘ renovation as 


subject. Lamenting on Z 
finding. John Fischer of " Har 
per s wrote at the time that u 
should surprise nobody: 
we have people who make i 
their business to teach binary 
computer language, or French 
or Russian or Swahili. But 
today nobody — with a few 
honorable expections — seems 
to feel that it is really his job to 
teach the writing of English ” 

Sloppy writers regard all this 
as a narrow concern of 
scholars, whereas, as a matter 
of fact, regard for good English 
is central to accurate com¬ 
munication. 

Gold spends some time 
fielding foul balls such as this 
one, which comes from a 
wire-service article: "A 15- 
year-old girl won the right to 
play hockey with boys in 
Quebec Superior Court Wed¬ 
nesday.” He is at his best, 
however, defending individual 
words against decay. He fights 
back when he learns that some 
leading lexicologists believe 
the distinction between farther 
and further has disappeared. 

"Just because some people 
have corrupted various words 
and usages,” the columnist 
retorts, “there is no need for 
careful writers and speakers to 
be guilty of the same trans¬ 
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MILLER'S GRIST 

By Tom Miller 


a term of their lease,” the 
governor continued. 

But as legislators recall, 
when the entire $700,000 re¬ 
quested was approved. Rocke¬ 
feller vetoed the appropriation. 
Finance Commissioner Miles 
Dean said it was simply 
because the project wasn't 
ready to go. 

This year, Rockefeller told 


Sat aT'T C ,on Jan - ‘0) 

that a combination of the coal 
strike and the need for 
additional planning made the 
efforts unwise at that time.” 

And plans, the lawmakers 
learned, had changed. This 
year he asked for $2 million to 
“restore the public buildings 
and to install water and sewer 
facilities at Cass,” instead of 
using money from the auction. 

The request was part of the 
$15 million or so of ‘‘pork 
barrel” local projects kicked 
around by the Legislature at 
the regular session and which 




prompted last week’s special 
session to pass the 1979-80 
budget. 

The ultimate decision was to 
provide only $1.1 million of 
federal revenue sharing money 
for the project. According to 
Sen. Gainer, that won’t be 
enough to provide both a new 
sewer system and a new water 
system. The estimate is the 
sewer alone will cost $1.1 
million. 

The latest score is that the 
Department of Natural Re¬ 
sources owns 72 residential 

[On Page 23] 


Steam Excursion Lines 
Starting New Season 


On May 4-6 the 5th Railroad 
Weekend In The Alleghenies 
will kick off operation of the 
Cass Scenic RR at Cass and the 
Alleghany Central at Coving¬ 
ton, Va. These are all-reserved 
specials arranged by and for 
railfans primarily from the 
Washington area and includes 
complete accomodations and a 
banquet. 

Both railroads go into their 
regular schedules on Memorial 
Day. Cass operates daily and 
the Alleghany Central operates 
on weekends and holidays. 


On May 19-20 the general 
public is invited to the Annual 
Cass Railfan Weekend. The 
operations differ here from that 
of the rest of the season as 
trains are pulled up the 
mountain instead of pushed 
thus allowing the locomotives 
to be photographed from a 
head-on position. A night 
photo session will be set up 
Saturday. These events have 
been quite successful the past 
years and attract all sorts of 
folks who like to do a bit more 
than just ride. —Dan Snyder 
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• t y Considering the long wait 
a'l the people of the upper 
a- Greenbrier Valley had experi¬ 
enced for a railroad to arrive 
le the speed by which the 
s- Greenbrier Railway was built 
>y must have amazed them, 
>4 Construction was underway on 
jf the line by July, Ther first 
is construction in Pocahontas 
h County was begun on August 5 
)t at Burnsides by the firm of 
i* Julian, Carzza. and Co. Work 
r within the limits of Marlinton 
s began on August 28 with work 
beginning in a man's cornfield. 
% The contractor here was J. J. 
Strang, The horses and mules 
used by Mr. Strang were 
marked "US^as they had been 
U. S. Army animals, surplus 
from the Spanish-American 
War. Mr. Bill Buckley told the 
author he remembers the 
ex-army mules as well as the 
wagons and tents being sur¬ 
plus. He also remembers a 
crew of Blacks working on the 
grade through his father’s land 
at Buckeye with an Italian crew 
downstream and a German 
crew to the north. His father, 
John, was a foreman for the 
Germans, most of whom could 
not speak English and were 


What Paper 
Can’t Stink? 

Next week’s question: 

What West Virginians made 
$200,000,000 for giving his seat 
on a train to an elder? 

Last week’s question: 

What West Virginia news¬ 
paper is under oath to the 
government not to smell bad? 

The answer is right in your 
hands and it has been quite an 
handicap to run a paper in 
West Virginia and not able to 
compete with the New York 
papers when they cover doings 
in West Virginia like elections 
and such. 

Or we suppose it is this 
paper. Actually, it was the 
other paper, the Nicholas 
County News Leader, but one 
might suspect that since both 
are under the same ownership 
both are supposed not to smell. 


d. 

J. 
es 
re 
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is 
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ie 
e 

e The story is really getting so 
" old it is starting to "smell itself. 
8 What happened really is we 
e talked a chemist into producing 
d for us a chemical which if put 
v in the ink would make the 
n paper smell like ramps when 
the ink was put on it. The 
e chemist was a native of the 
d town, and the editor knew he 
s could produce any kind of an 
odor because he worked for 
Carbide. 

The editor got out a special 
ramp edition and then put the 
chemical in the ink, and that’s 
the story. The paper smelled 
exactly like ramps, which is a 
wonderful smell to natives, but 
not to strangers. One of them, 
a postal clerk on the railroad, 
reported to the postmaster 
general what we had done and 
he made the editor promise not 
to do anything like that again. 

And we haven’t. There’s 
quite a lot more to the story, 
but we are a bit tight this 
week, or the paper is, and 
beside everybody has heard 
the story. If not, we'll go into it 
at length when things case up 
a bit. 
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»» So Incredible 


.l_ r e4 i t fh»t the name 
J* him until the day 
people still mane! at 
^mpllshmctii. 

$ilCi daughter, Una L. 

of Spaces lew Acres In 
wills, Ohio, tells the 
bti father, whom she 
nils Popple: 
usual name came to 
in 1924 when he was 
old. He had come to 
td States in 1920 from 
Italy and settled in 
it a small mining town 
>1 Virginia, 
^mediately went to 
i. No - 4 Mine, deter* 
? Hrn money quickly 

^ «wld tend fur his 
■""* *iWren, the 
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averaging as many as 35 to 40 
tons a day. at a rate of 22 cents 
per ton. My father had g rcii , 
strength, both physically and 
mentally. On the particular day 
he earned his nickname, he 
was working alone. A carbide 
light gave him light, and his 
tools consisted of an auger 
black blasting powder with 
squib and a pick and shovel. It 
took him 12 hours to load the 
bt tons. The auger was turned 
by hand to drill a seam of coal, 
pow f der and squib for blasting 
and pick and shovel for 
loading. 

Sixty double shoveled. He 
shoveled first to a pile half the 
distance to the mining car, and 
then onto the car. The cars 
held 3 to 4 tons of coal, and 
were drawn by mule or horse. 

That big day in Sixty's life 
netted him SI4.52. 

It was the first time that this 
had ever happened in this 
mining community. It has 
never been equaled! 

From that day forward, my 
father was known as Sixty-Six, 
Expressions like "hey, little 
Sixty" or "that's Sixty's girl," 
became a part of my identity. 

Only his friends called him 
Sixty, Wc children called 
him Ptippic. 

Our job, as children, was to 

wash Poppie s back when he 
arrived home from work. My 
mol her would have the water 

heated and reads on * ri 

d this »J 


*fon stove. W r e enjovc 
task, as we took turns PuPF u ‘ 
had been Injured in Woih 


rc 
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Support for this $e< 
following companies, ( 
is coal, and ask for th< 
in the energy battle. 


PRATT MINING CO. 
Hansford, West Va 


WESTMORELAND COAL 
CO. 

Windinq Gulf Division 
Tams, West Va 


ISLAND CREF.K COAL 

CO* 

CraigsvVlLe, West Va 


NATIONAL MINE 

SERVICE CO, 
Pittsburgh, PA 
B**i kley. I ogait. 
Motgar.town. 

Whvtflmq 
and Pfiru e ion 
W VA 

ftirvuiiKiharrt. At 


Carmine Pellegrino 


2 War land there was a perfectly 
rounded hole in the upper left 
part of his shoulder, from 

i which we bobby pinned coal 

i dust. 

Once, during World War 11 

* blackouts, somelhing funny 

happened. During these black¬ 
outs we used to use a low 

* burning kerosene tamp as a 

t night light, but on one nighi it 

* apparently was visible from ih^ 

* roadway. The 'warden** mak< 
mg hi% rounds yw the light, 
blew a whistle and yelled. 

Hey, Silly Sta. turn off vour 
Hit) aevert lights** 4 I hit 
ktiMfiit fnuih laughter and 
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Although we grew up prac¬ 
tically without money, we 
always had plenty of food and 
we were a happy lot. 

Our parents made us the 
most important part of their 
r lives, and from this foundation 
we grew'. Perhaps the greatest 
legacy my father left me was 
pride. 

i Poppie was a remarkable 
1 man, with faith, tolerance, 
courage and a sense of humor. 

He spoke broken English, but 
learned the English language 
on his own. He practiced a 
philosophy from which 1 have 
come to live by ... "to think in 
the positive is never to live a 
negative life.*’ 

Poppte’s death left a void in 
my life, filled partly by my 
20-year-old son, who has 
inherited his grandfather’s 
characteristics — perhaps 
sixty-six of them. 

Poppie had a colorful and 
joyous life; may he rest in, 
peace. 
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Coal Camps 


Above left, can you Identify 
this one? Above right, Kemp- 
ton. Tucker County, W. Va. 
Davis Coal & Coke Co. The 
Braxton & Landstreet Com¬ 
pany Store is In the distance. 
1939. 

Left, Pit mouth and safety 
board at Nellis mine. Note the 
rambler roses. Right, section of 
Nellis, W.Va., showing homes. 
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Above left, can you identify 
this one? Above right, Kemp- 
ton, Tucker County, W. Va. 
Davis Coal & Coke Co. The 
Braxton & Landstreet Com¬ 
pany Store is in the distance. 
1939. 

Left, Pit mouth and safety 
board at Nellis mine. Note the 
rambler roses. Right, section of 
Nellis, W.Va., showing homes. 
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“mother” JONES, miners’ UNION ORGANIZER 

At 8 2 , she took an active part in the West Virginia Cam* 
paigrt and sought to stay the advance of the armed 
marchers by reading a telegram purporting to have been 
sent by President Harding. A union officer told the 
miners the telegram was fictitious and ordered her away 



SID HATFIELD, IDOL Oh THE UNION MINERS 

Matewan's two-gun" Chief of Police, who was acquitted 
ot a charge ot murder in the Matewan massacre, ex oner- - 
a fed in the murder ot "Devil Arise” Hatfield, and later j 
slain "in sell-defense" bv C E. Lively, a Baldwin-Fells j 
dekvtive, who joined the union and was an “under-cover | 
man" hunting murder evidence at Matewan 
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THE SOCIALIST LEADERS OF DISTRICT !/ 

See >\ Fred Mooney and Pres. 1. i Keeney, Officers of the 
L'nited Mine Workers in West Virginia, whose power is due 
largely to the Socialists on Paint :nd Cabin creeks 
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